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Happy New Year and welcome to the first edition of Air 
Cadet magazine for 2014. In this edition, Commandant Air 
Cadets, Air Commodore Dawn McCafferty, looks forward to 
the challenges ahead and highlights some of the exciting 
opportunities that are on the horizon.

The past few months have been as busy as ever for the Air 
Cadet Organisation with several high profile events including 
the historic debate in the House of Lords, the Bhangra dancers 
from 1846 (Southall) Squadron supporting the Poppy Day 
Appeal with a performance in London’s Covent Garden 
and the cadets taking centre stage at the 25th Birmingham 
International Tattoo performing to audiences of 12,000 at the 
National Indoor Arena.

The eagle-eyed amongst you will have spotted our Honorary 
Ambassador, Sir Chris Hoy, with unusual headgear, lending his 
support to this year’s Sport 
Relief. This year’s event takes 
place between March 21st 
and 23rd and is your chance 
to run, swim or cycle and 
raise vital funds that will help 
change lives at home in the 
UK or across the world. 

You can find out more at 
www.sportrelief.com  n

www.airtattoo.com



WINTeR 2014

www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets  3

AirCadet 

Contents

Managing Editor:  
Denise Parker Housby    
E: ACO-HQAC-MC-Head @mod.uk

Editor:  
Carol McCombe    
E: editoraircadet@hotmail.com

Advertising:

Ten Alps Account Manager:  
Anthon Linton 
T: 0207 657 1819

Ten Alps Sales Executive:  
Haley Willmott 
T: 0207 657 1805

Design:  
Steve J Davies, Air Media Centre, 
HQ AIR, RAF High Wycombe

Printing: 
Warners Midlands plc, The Maltings 
Manor Lane, Bourne PE10 9PH   
T: 01778 391000

Every care has been taken in the 
preparation of this magazine, but 
neither Warners plc nor the ACO 
can be held responsible for the 
accuracy of the information herein, 
or any consequence arising from it. 
Views expressed by contributors and 
customers might not reflect the views 
of the ACO.

COVER IMAGE: Philip Jones

Produced by Air Media Centre, 
HQ Air Command.  
0887_13SJD
 
© UK MOD Crown Copyright 2014

36

32

16

Features

8 Cadets boost  
 poppy appeal

10 Historic debate in  
 the House of Lords

16 Blazing a trail ...

22 On the Thar horizon
 Cadets in India

26 Sail away

News

6 By Royal command

12 Picture this! 

18 On top form

27 One big, happy family!

34 Terry Wogan 
 launches marathon

25 Face of the Air Cadets
Duke Of Edinburgh

28  Out of the ordinary

Insight

4 From the top

7 New gliding  
 school launches

32 Motivate ... activate ...  
 sportivate!

Competition

27 Cadet Direct     
 competition
 Win boots!



AIR CAdeT FeATURes

By  Air Commodore Dawn McCafferty

From  
the 

top

Welcome to another edition of Air Cadet 
and to another year with the Air Cadet 
Organisation. In this issue I want to look 
forward to the year ahead and share 
with you some of the things I hope we 
are going to achieve in 2014.

Our own Flying Training school!
 What great news for the ACO!  
The Chief of the Air Staff has endorsed 
the establishment of No 2 Flying Training 
School, which will be responsible for the 
delivery of all cadet gliding through the 
Central Gliding School and VGSs. 

Group Captain John Middleton, former 
Regional Commandant North, has been 
appointed as the first Delivery Duty 
Holder (Gliding). 

He will, I am sure, ensure that cadet 
gliding gets an appropriate focus and 
full support as we shape this new FTS 
and the work of all the volunteers who 
deliver such a vital component of the air 
cadet experience. 

Since aviation sits at the heart of our 
2020 Strategy, I feel that cadet gliding has 
come home - back to the heart of the 
Air Cadet Organisation, where it belongs. 
John will also provide a focus for cadet 
AEF activity and will take a great interest 
in helping cadets get airborne as often 
as possible.

Adult volunteer recruitment 
As I write, designs are well advanced for 
a new set of adult volunteer recruitment 
posters, fliers, pop ups and banners, all 
to be deployed this year in the hope 
of raising the profile of volunteering 
opportunities in the ACO. 

Sir Chris Hoy, our honorary 
Ambassador, has graciously allowed us 
to use his image on the designs and we 
hope that others will now follow in his 
footsteps and take an active interest in air 
cadet activity. 

We also have a large committee of 
dedicated staff and volunteers who 

are working on the recruitment 
campaign to reach out to new 

potential volunteers, exploiting 
social media and other avenues 

to ensure we grow adult 
volunteers who are so 
critical to the future of this 
Organisation. If you have 
any ideas how to recruit 

new volunteers, let the team know - the 
Chair is Head of Media & Commuications 
at HQ assisted by Squadron Leader 
Bushell-Hawke from SW M&C.

Cadet strategy Camp
One exciting development for 2014 is 
what I think will be the first ever Cadet 
Strategy Camp. We plan to bring up to 
50 of our more senior and experienced 
cadets to RAF Cranwell for a weekend of 
workshops, think tanks and brainstorming 
so that they can help shape the future 
cadet experience. 

The types of things we’ll be asking 
them to consider include: how to exploit 
social media; a review of cadets aged 
18-20 and how best to motivate them; 
what we should do to mark the 75th 
anniversary of the ATC in 2016; and what 
activities should we consider for the 
cadets of 2020 and beyond. Should be a 
really interesting event!

Major events and competitions
2014 has another busy calendar of air 
cadet activities and I share a few with you 
here. Firstly, we have the annual round of 
Lees Trophy, Morris Trophy, the Marshall 
Trophy and the Dacre Sword and Brooch 
competitions running in parallel with the 
CCF Thomson Sword and Air Squadron 
Trophy competitions. 

I will be conducting Annual Formal 
Inspections in all six ATC Regions and will 
host an Annual Formal Inspection by the 
AOC next autumn. 

Throughout the summer, I will attend 
more major air shows, including RIAT and 
possibly Waddington and Cosford and I 
hope to attend as many of the national 
competitions as I can, ranging from sport 
to drill, band, aircraft recce and First Aid. 

I hope to see even more cadets 
achieve BTEC qualifications and Duke 
of Edinburgh awards and I also plan to 
attend Bisley to see some of our best 
shots compete at the highest level. A visit 
to Llanbedr adventure training centre 
is overdue and I also plan to conduct 
a number of CCF Biennial Inspections. 
A hoped for return visit to Nijmegen, 
a first visit to Ten Tors and hosting the 
International Air Cadet Exchange are also 

Commandant 
Air Cadets, Air 
Commodore Dawn 
McCafferty, looks 
forward to another 
busy year in office 
and reveals some 
of the highlights 
expected in 2014 ...

4 AIR CAdeT WINTeR 2014
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highlights of the coming year, not to 
mention a very exciting invitation to visit 
the Hong Kong Air Cadets! 

All in all, 2014 promises to be as 
interesting and rewarding as 2013 and 
I know there are any number of other 
events I have not even heard of yet that 
are likely to attract my attention as the 
year unfolds. Air cadets are anything 
but predicable!

strengthening civilian committees
Another area of work that I hope to 
see taken forward is the enhanced 
governance of our Civilian Committees. 

As you know, these committees 
provide essential fund-raising support to 
their squadrons and also contribute to the 
overall well-being of cadets and staff. 

An often unsung group of volunteers, 
we are keen to support these committees 
at every level and to standardise their 
Terms of Reference. We have sought 
advice from the Charity Commission 
on the relationship between these 
independent charities and the ATC 
and we hope to implement best 

practice across the Corps, helping those 
committees that might be struggling 
and ensuring they are supported in this 
key role.

Taking the 2020 strategy forward
In the last edition, I told you about some 
of the work we have initiated or planned 
to take the ACO through to 2020 and 
beyond. In the next year, I hope to see the 
emerging findings of the Adult Volunteers’ 
Terms & Conditions review offered up 
for wider consultation. We will also be 
watching with great interest to see how 
the wider work in this area develops with 
the Defence Youth Engagement Review 
Implementation Team. I also hope to see 
progress on some of the Admin Burden 
Reduction Team’s proposals. 

Towards the end of the year, we 
should see progress on the review of 
Cadet Camps and we will be in the early 
stages of the Shooting Review, which I 
have had to postpone for six months due 
to staff shortages. 

Throughout the year, we will be 
looking at how to implement the findings 

of the Internal Communications review, 
and also looking at the Parenting of the 
ACO by the RAF and other Services.  
All told, a busy year with lots to do. I look 
forward to the many challenges ahead 
but remain committed to achieving 
our vision:

To be a modern, dynamic, sustainable 
air-minded youth organisation of 
choice that offers fun and challenging 
opportunities to young people and adult 
volunteers alike and develops citizens 
with valuable skills for the future.  n

FROM THe TOP

 ... a modern, dynamic, sustainable air-minded youth 
organisation ... that offers fun and challenging opportunities  
to young people and adult volunteers alike ... 
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By Royal 
Command
Cadet Warrant Officer Jonathon Bell, 
one of the four Lord Lieutenant’s Cadets 
for Bedfordshire, recently spent a day 
accompanying His Royal Highness The 
Prince of Wales as he toured various 
venues in Bedfordshire.

For Jonathon the day began in Bedford 
Town Centre where Prince Charles visited 
the Higgins Museum and St Paul’s Church 
before completing a walkabout where he 
was greeted by enthusiastic crowds. 

Throughout this time, Jonathon 
accompanied the royal party, providing 
support to the Lord Lieutenant, Mrs 
Helen Nellis. 

Having formally met the Prince,  
Jonathon joined in a Service of 
Dedication and unveiling of a memorial 
to honour the female agents who flew 
out of RAF Tempsford, to aid resistance 
movements in occupied Europe, during 
the Second World War.  

The royal visit ended with a visit to a 
local historical flour mill.

Eighteen-year-old Jonathon, from 
134 (Bedford) Squadron, said: “Well, who 
would have thought that after six years  
 

in the Air Cadets, I would spend the day 
escorting the future King of England 
around Bedfordshire? It really was a day 
to remember and I really enjoyed the 
responsibilities I was given.”  n
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Cadet Warrant Officer Aaron Webb has 
been chosen as the winner of the 2013 
Royal Air Force Charitable Trust Trophy 
for Flying Excellence.

Aaron, 19, from 2407 (Yateley and 
Eversley) Squadron, who is also a Senior 
Flight Staff Cadet at 622 Volunteer 
Gliding Squadron, said: “When I heard 
that I’d won this award I was completely 
overwhelmed. I’m grateful to all the 
people who helped me with my flying, 
without all their hard work I could never 
have achieved so much.”

Aaron, who has successfully 
completed his Air Cadet Pilot Scheme 
course at Tayside Aviation, hopes to 
become a pilot in the future. 

He was presented with his trophy by 
Air Marshal Sir Kevin Leeson at the Royal 
Air Force in Concert performance at the 
Cadogan Hall in London at the end of 
last year. 

Air Commodore Tim Winstanley, 
Director of the RAF Charitable Trust, 
said: “The Trust is delighted to be able to 
continue to support air cadets in their 
flying programmes.”  n

Flying 
excellence
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Delivery of RAF Air Cadet’s national 
gliding – which involves the world’s 
largest fleet of gliders – has switched to 
the command of the newly reformed 
No.2 Flying Training School (No. 2 FTS).

The School becomes a new centre of 
excellence in which young people can 
win their wings – often before they pass 
their driving test.

With its headquarters at RAF Syerston 
in Nottinghamshire, No. 2 FTS will oversee 
the gliding training programme for up to 
45,000 air cadets aged 13-19.  

With 25 volunteer gliding squadrons 
around the UK, it provides training for 
the Air Training Corps’ 1,000 squadrons 
and 203 Combined Cadet Force (RAF) 
Sections in schools. 

Milestone
The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Andrew Pulford, endorsed the 
change. He said: “No 2 FTS has a long and 
distinguished unit history; I am delighted 
that it has become the new home of 
cadet gliding.  

“The reformation of No 2 FTS is not 
just another milestone for Royal Air 
Force Air Cadet gliding it is also one 
for our Reserve organisation, with 
John Middleton becoming the first 
Full Time Reserve Service officer, at 
the rank of Group Captain, in a flying 
command appointment.”

Air Cadet gliding has been under 
the command of No. 3 Flying Training 
School, RAF Cranwell, Lincolnshire, for 
several years with the latter also delivering 
initial flying training to Regular Armed 
Forces’ aircrew and to the University 
Air Squadrons.

In a poignant ceremony at RAF 
Syerston at the end of January, Group 
Captain John “JC” Cunningham, the 
Officer Commanding No. 3 FTS, formally 
handed over responsibility for gliding 
operations to Group Captain John 
Middleton, an experienced RAF aviator.   

Group Captain Middleton, said: “I feel 
honoured to have the opportunity to 
take air cadet gliding forward into a new 
era and thank all at No. 3 Flying Training 
School for taking excellent care of air 
cadet gliding in recent years.  

“My long-term aim is to mature RAF 
Syerston into the air cadet centre for 
aviation excellence, whilst maintaining 

the high safety standards of air 
cadet gliding.“

Commandant of the Air Cadets, Air 
Commodore Dawn McCafferty said: “It 
feels as if gliding is coming home – back 
to the Air Cadet Organisation where it 
belongs.  For the gliding community to 
have its own dedicated FTS is a great 
tribute to the excellence of the gliding 
instructors up and down the country who 
do so much to keep the air in air cadets.”

In another demonstration of the value 
of reservists to the RAF, John is the first 
RAF Full-time Reserve Service (FTRS) 
officer to be authorised as a Delivery 
Duty Holder – the term attached to 
responsibility for flying – but he is no 
stranger to the Air Cadet Organisation, 
having recently commanded the North 
Region of the Air Training Corps.

History
No 2 FTS has a long and distinguished 
history. It was first formed in 1920 at RAF 
Duxford, it moved to RAF Digby in 1924, 
where it was commanded for two years 
by Wing Commander Tedder who later 
became Lord Tedder, Marshal of the RAF.  

The unit disbanded for a brief period 
in 1933 and reformed in 1934 under the 
command of Group Captain (later Air 
Chief Marshal Sir) Trafford Leigh Mallory.  
It relocated to RAF Brize Norton in 1937 
and was re-designated No 2 (Pilots’) 
Advanced Flying Unit in 1942. 

In 1947, the unit moved to RAF Church 
Lawford; in 1953 to RAF Clunthoe and a 
year later it went to RAF Hullavington and 
then to RAF Syerston. 

In 1960, it became the world’s first 
all-jet ab initio training school. In 1970, 
the school relocated again, this time to 
RAF Church Fenton before finally locating 
to RAF Ternhill where it stayed until its 
disbandment in 1997. 

Illustrious
Throughout its illustrious journey, No 2 
FTS has operated a wide range of aircraft, 
including, from the early days, the Avro 
504K, the Vickers Vimy and the Bristol 
Bulldog, though to Avro Tutors, DH Tiger 
Moths, Hunting Jet Provosts, Westland 
Wessex and Westland Whirlwinds.  

In its new role, back at RAF Syerston 
for the first time in over 60 years, the 
school will operate the Vigilant and 
Viking gliders.

The establishment of a dedicated FTS 
for gliding provides a new focus  
on the safe and effective delivery of 
cadet gliding.  

Air Vice Marshal Mike Lloyd, the Air 
Officer Commanding 22 (Training) Group 
which will oversee 2FTS, said: “I am 
delighted to see the gliding community 
recognised in this way and I look forward 
to many more cadets earning their wings 
under the expert guidance of John and 
his team.”  n

New gliding 
school launches
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Cadets boost 
Poppy Appeal 
The Bhangra-dancing cadets 
from 1846 (Southall) Squadron 
supported the London Poppy 
Day appeal with a superb 
performance in Covent Garden.
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The London Poppy Day became the 
largest street collection of its kind ever 
held in the UK. A staggering £1 million 
was raised in less than 24 hours, as 
more than 2,000 members of the Armed 
Forces and their supporters took to the 
streets of London to collect donations 
for the Appeal.

In its eighth year, London Poppy Day 
saw personnel from the Royal Navy, Army 
and RAF hit 80 tube and train stations 
across the London transport network, 
Heathrow Terminals 5 and British Airways 
Waterside, Cargo and Engineering, 
and at hubs including Leadenhall and 
Covent Garden.

London Poppy Day was supported 
by Their Royal Highnesses The Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge, Prime Minister 
David Cameron, London Mayor Boris 
Johnson, actor Barbara Windsor and 
BBC’s Strictly Come Dancing crew among 
others. The day included 20 military 
bands, a touring Routemaster bus, 
abseiling Royal Marines, a river-class patrol 
ship HMS Tyne docked in Canary Wharf, 
poppy branded transport, and a full day 
of music on stage at Covent Garden.

Charles Byrne Director of Fundraising 
at the Royal British Legion said: “The 
generosity of the people of London has 
been overwhelming. We are so grateful 
to all those who donated, plus all those 
who gave up their time to volunteer - 
London Poppy Day wouldn’t have been 
possible without them.”

It wasn’t just in the nation’s capital that 
cadets showed their support. Air Cadets 
the length and breadth of the United 
Kingdom proudly stood shoulder to 
shoulder with Armed Forces’ personnel 
and veterans in remembrance of the 
country’s fallen.

In cities, towns and villages, in 
cathedrals and churches and around 

open air war memorials the cadets 
paraded, in many places the only 
representatives of the Royal Air Force, a 
duty proudly performed.

Remembrance Sunday is, for many 
squadrons, the end of a busy couple of 
weeks helping the Royal British Legion 
by selling poppies to raise the money 
needed to continue the Legion’s work 
providing care for ex, and current 
members of the Armed Forces and 
their families.

Notably, 1084 (Market Harborough) 
Squadron’s Championship Band 
performed in front of thousands of 
Leicester City Football Club fans at the 
teams “Poppy” Match against neighbours 
Nottingham Forest. Cadet Flight Sergeant 
Joe Cottrell from 261 (Guildford) Squadron 
was chosen to carry the Corps Banner 
at the Royal British Legion’s Festival of 
Remembrance at the Royal Albert Hall. 

Carrying the banner in front of 
members of the Royal Family, including 
Her Majesty The Queen, he said: “I felt 
extremely proud as I walked down the 
stairs into the arena. It was the proudest 
moment of my time in the Air Cadets and 
one I will never forget.”

And finally, four cadets from 51 
(Orton) Squadron attended their school, 
Stanground Academy, in full uniform. 
Head, Mr G Rae, said: “Our in-school act 
of remembrance on Armistice Day was a 
focal point for our students to pay their 
respects and reflect on the courage of 
the brave men and women who have 
fought and died for their country. 

“I was exceedingly proud to 
see so many students wearing 
their cadet uniforms as part of our 
commemorations.” 

The four cadets - Cadet Sergeant 
Logan Robinett and Cadets Adam 
Pieczonka, Kieran Robinett and Marcus 
Subden, stood alongside their peers as 
the whole school fell silent to remember 
those who had died in service protecting 
their country. 

Mrs Riley, a teacher from Stanground, 
said: “It’s fantastic that the members 
of the youth organisations such as Air 
Cadets have attended school in their 
uniform. It is great to see the youth know 
about the past and what has happened 
and continue to remember those who 
lost their lives for this country.”  n
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Some 150 Air Cadets, Sea Cadets, Army 
Cadets and members of the Combined 
Cadet Force joined veterans from the 
Royal British Legion to take part in a 
special inter-generational debate at the 
House of Lords Chamber.

The tri-service event, ‘The Great War: 
Listening to the Past; Talking to the 
Future’, organised by the House of Lords, 
the Royal British Legion and the English-
Speaking Union, saw the debate focus 
on the question of the legacy of the 
First World War and how it shapes our 
nation today.

This is a topic which will be 
increasingly in the nation’s consciousness 
with the centenary of the outbreak of 
the First World War this year.

Honour
Coco Collard, from the Tunbridge Wells 
Girls’ Grammar School Combined Cadet 
Force, was one of the key speakers at  
the debate. 

She said: “It was a great honour to 
speak in the chamber because it’s such 
a prestigious place to be, and when I 

AIR CAdeT FeATURes

 ... the excitement and 
realisation of what an amazing 
opportunity I have today, 
exceeds any nerves I have. 

Historic  
debate in the  
House of Lords
Cadets and veterans from across the 
UK have their say on defence and 
remembrance during a special debate  
at the House of Lords.
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stood up there, my heart was beating 
like crazy beforehand, but I just went 
calm and looked at my notes and said 
what I needed to say and it was a really 
great experience.”

The debate explored issues including 
whether the UK is a more globally 
responsible nation and if our society is 
more aware of the impact of war, and 
asked the young people to consider if 
the UK has learned from its experience.

Speaking ahead of the debate, Lord 
Speaker Baroness D’Souza said: “Chairing 
the debate from the woolsack, I look 
forward to hearing the speakers’ views 
on the legacy of World War One, and 
how it shapes the UK today.

Challenging
“With views from all ages and 
experiences, this promises to be a lively 
and challenging debate. I hope that it 
will touch upon a number of relevant 
issues about our society, the UK as a 
nation and our place in the world today.

“I hope too that it will provide a fitting 
way of remembering those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in World War One 
and in conflicts before and since.”

The 36-strong Air Cadet team was 
carefully chosen after several local 
Talking Days and a final selection day at 
RAF Cranwell. 

Cadet Corporals Matthew Rodrick 
from 277 (Blackwood) Squadron and 

Elizabeth Guest from 2078 (Boscobel) 
Squadron were the main speakers, with 
Matthew very bravely starting off the 
whole debate by giving the first speech 
in front of all the assembled cadets, 
veterans, visitors, guest and peers of  
the Realm. 

The floor speaking team consisted  
of Cadet Corporal Gethyn Long from 
2077 (Pontyclun) Squadron, Cadet 
Corporal Jago Lynch from Warwick 
School CCF (RAF) Section and Cadet 
Sergeant Bridget Donaldson 404 
(Morpeth) Squadron. 

Prior to the debate, Cadet Corporal 
Elizabeth Guest said: “I’m quite nervous 
but the excitement and realisation of 
what an amazing opportunity I have 
today, exceeds any nerves I have.”

Cadet Flight Sergeant Sophie Huby 
from 423 (Elgin) Squadron upon arriving 
at the Houses of Parliament said: “It’s 
pretty beautiful. I can’t actually find the 
words. I don’t know what to expect but 
I’m a bit awestruck.”

Proud
Commandant Air Cadets, Air 
Commodore Dawn McCafferty, said: “I am 
delighted to see Air Cadets participating 
in this probably once-in-a-lifetime event 
and believe that they and their fellow 
cadets will gain a great deal from the 
experience of debating defence related 
topics alongside veterans. 

“To be invited to the House of Lords 
is an honour and a privilege and I am 
confident that our young representatives 
will do us proud in this high profile 
public arena.”

Thoughtful
A spokesman for the English Speaking 
Union, that trained and mentored the 
cadets in the run up to the debate, 
said: “It was brilliant to see people so 
enthused about the joy of debating, as 
well as the skills that debate-training 
can bring.

“The Chamber Debate itself, 
demonstrated the cadets’ and veterans’ 
marvellous debating skills, with speakers 
from all around the UK putting forward 
thoughtful contributions about the 
legacy of the Great War. 

“The ESU team was delighted to see 
everyone rise to the occasion, and give 
speeches entirely commensurate with 
the prestigious venue.”

This was the seventh annual Lords 
Chamber Event. They form part of a 
broader outreach programme that aims 
to raise awareness of the role and work 
of the Lords.

The debate is able to be viewed at 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/democracylive/
house-of-lords-25154515  n
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New Typhoon squadron
One of the oldest squadrons in the 
Royal Air Force is to be re-equipped 
with the latest Typhoon jets, it has 
been announced.

The move is part of a 
transformation of the RAF’s combat 
air capability which will see the battle 
proven, Tornado GR4 aircraft replaced 
by state-of-the-art Typhoon and F35B 
Lightning II fighters. Number II (Army 
Co-operation) Squadron, based at RAF 
Marham in Norfolk which celebrated 
100 years of service in 2012, will, in the 
next few months, begin the process of 
swapping its Tornados for Eurofighter 
Typhoons and transfer to its new base 
at RAF Lossiemouth in Scotland.

The move was announced by the 
Minister of State for the Armed Forces, 
the Rt Hon Mark Francois MP, who said 
the change was part of the planned 
realignment of the RAF’s long-serving, 
Tornado Force, under which all GR4s 
will leave the service by 2019. 

He said: “Number II (AC) Sqn 
will formally disband as a Tornado 
Squadron on 31 March 2015 and 
will re-equip to form a new frontline 
Typhoon Squadron based at RAF 
Lossiemouth the next day on 1 
April 2015.”

“I am sure that Number II (AC) 
Squadron’s valuable contribution to 
operations throughout its long and 
distinguished history will continue as 
it helps maintain the strong traditions 
of RAF Lossiemouth as a main 
operating base for the RAF into  
the future.” 

The newly 
reformed II (AC) 
Squadron will be 
the fifth frontline 
RAF Typhoon 
Squadron.  n

Picture this!
Cadet Sean Paterson from 18(F) 
Wimbledon Squadron has won the 
Cadet Category in the prestigious RAF 
annual photographic competition with 
a stunning picture of the Red Arrows.

His photograph of the Synchro Pair 
was taken at the Royal International Air 
Tattoo at RAF Fairford last summer. 

Sean travelled to London with his 
parents, Mark and Colleen, as well as 
Flight Lieutenant Richard Blain, Officer 
Commanding 18F Squadron, to receive 
his award from Chief of the Air Staff, Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Andrew Pulford, at the 
Royal Air Force Club in Piccadilly. 

Fifteen-year-old Sean said: “I was more 
than a little nervous when I got to the 
RAF Club but was immediately put at 
ease - everyone was very encouraging, 
supportive and welcoming. 

“It was especially nice to know that  
it would be a less formal event than I  
had feared. 

“The other photographs were 
stunning and very professional and it 
was great to be in the company of such 
accomplished photographers.”

Three independent judges, Martin 
Keene, Shruti Patel, and David Spurden, 
with in excess of 90 years’ pictorial 
experience between them, deliberated 
to agree on the winning images in the 
12 categories for the 2013 photographic 
competition, which received more than 
1,000 entries. 

Martin Keene said: “I am delighted to 
have been involved in the competition. 
The quality of the submissions has been 
fantastic and it has been a real privilege 
to see the breadth of work carried out by 
the RAF through its photographers.”

The winning images from the 
2013 Royal Air Force Photographic 
Competition are on view to members 
of the public at the Royal Air Force 
Museum London’s Colindale site  
until April 28th.  n

Flight of the sentry
Bedford Cadet Flight Sergeant 
Luke Denham enjoyed a four hour 
flight over Scotland and northern 
England in a Sentry E-3D EWAC with 8 
Squadron RAF.

Flying from RAF Waddington, 
17-year-old Luke spent the flight 
talking to the 18 crew members  
on the aircraft and finding out about 
their roles. 

The aircraft, which was piloted by 
Flight Lieutenant Mark Chapman, 
spends many hundreds of hours each 
year flying in the skies over Britain.

Luke, who was awarded the flight 
after being named squadron Cadet of 

the Year, said: “It was really interesting 
to see how 8 Squadron operate within 
the Royal Air Force. I was grateful 
for the opportunity to see how this 
impressive aircraft is used. I will 
remember this flight for a long time.”  n

stop Press
WO Clint Marsh is the new 
Commandant’s Warrant Officer – 
more information in the  
next issue.  n
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Cadets from 2496 (Cumbernauld) Sqn welcome Air Marshal Sir 
Kevin Leeson, Chairman of the RAF Charitable Trust, to try out 
their new minibus, along with Jim Robertson, Provost of North 
Lanarkshire Council. Photo: Kimberley Milne Photography.

Transport  
of delight

Cadets from 2496 (Cumbernauld) 
Squadron are celebrating their very 
own transport of delight after the 
official handing over of a brand-new  
14-seat minibus.

The minibus was officially presented 
to the squadron by Air Marshal Sir Kevin 
Leeson, Chairman of the RAF Charitable 
Trust, and Jim Robertson, Provost 
of North Lanarkshire, at a ceremony 
at the Squadron’s headquarters in 
Cumbernauld. 

The vehicle was bought with the 
help of a grant of £12,000 from the RAF 
Charitable Trust, grant aid from North 
Lanarkshire Council and money raised by 
the cadets themselves.

The new vehicle will be used to 
transport cadets and staff to activities, 
and to tow the squadron’s mobile 
flight simulator to local community 
events. It will also be shared with West 
Scotland Wing, making it available to 
approximately 250 cadets and staff in 
the area.

Speaking at the presentation, Sir Kevin 
said: “I am proud to be able to present the 

minibus on behalf of the RAF Charitable 
Trust to allow the cadets of Cumbernauld 
Squadron to assist the community even 
more as part of their citizenship training.”

He continued: “2496 Squadron’s bid 
for funds was the first request I received 
when I joined the Charitable Trust as a 
Trustee, so I am particularly honoured 
and thrilled to be here at the official 
handover of this impressive vehicle. 

And he added: “The RAF Charitable 
Trust is keen to support the ATC, its 
members and particularly its volunteer 
staff, who provide the important 
leadership and training effort, with the 
means to do high-value training and 
build personal qualities.

“We help fund all sorts of kit, from 
ceremonial banners and musical 
instruments, to flight simulators, major 
training aids and transport. 

“We also help fund key cadet 
communications such as Air Cadet 
Magazine and internet sites, and we 
sponsor a number of prizes and bursaries 
to encourage individual development. 
I know the squadron has put in a lot 

of fundraising effort to contribute to 
the purchase of this minibus and I 
congratulate you all on that huge effort. 

“I hope that this new minibus will 
serve the squadron and its sister 
squadrons in the nearby area well and 
support much valuable training in the 
years to come.”

Flight Lieutenant Stevie Cairns, Officer 
Commanding 2496 Squadron, said:  
“For many years the owning of a minibus 
has been a dream, and I am delighted 
that all the hard work of the Squadron’s 
Civilian Committee has paid off. 

“I would also like to thank our sponsors 
the Royal Air Force Charitable Trust and 
North Lanarkshire Council for all their 
help and support to provide funding for 
the minibus.”

Cadet Sergeant Ewan McArthur, 17, 
said: “The minibus looks cool with all of 
the artwork and is really eye-catching”, 
while cadet brothers Gregg and Evan 
Robinson agreed that the vehicle looks 
great, adding “people will know when  
we are around doing things to help 
others now.”  n
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New banner for 
scottish squadron
Air Cadets from 2466 
(Loanhead) Squadron 
in Scotland are proudly 
marching with a new 
ceremonial banner after 
being awarded a grant 
of £600 by the RAF 
Charitable Trust.

Squadron Drill Instructor 
Sergeant Steven Parry 
said: “The banner will 
prove extremely useful in 
promoting the Organisation 
at public parades and 
events, whilst regaining unit 
pride and recognition of 
achievement. 

“The banner is not just 
something to be carried  
on Armistice Day, but a 
symbol of the Organisation’s 
strong affiliation to the 
Royal Air Force. 

“While our new squadron 
banner may not hold the 
same history, honour and 
prestige as that of an RAF 
Standard, the symbol in 
itself holds a great deal 
of pride and sense of 
accomplishment for the 
unit and its members, and 
those who carry it will do 
so with the utmost respect 
and appreciation for what it 
stands for.”

He added: “As a unit we 
are now able to represent 
the area in banner 
competitions and to parade 
proudly alongside our 
service counterparts. We 
very much appreciate the 
donation of this banner 
and look forward to 
parading and promoting 
the dedication of the cadets 
and staff of the Squadron at 
every opportunity.”

Air Commodore Tim 
Winstanley, Director of the 
RAF Charitable Trust, added: 
“The Trust’s mission is to 
promote the RAF, support 
its people and encourage 
air-mindedness among 
young people. 

“As such we are delighted 
to be able to support this 
young ATC squadron by 
providing the funds for a 
ceremonial banner.”  n

BELOW: Cdt Craig Henderson, 
Sgt Kewin Sawicki and Sgt Kyle 
Crawford with the ceremonial 
banner.

Cadets at 1903 (Penge) 
Squadron are broadening 
their horizons after taking 
delivery of a brand new 
minibus, helped by a grant 
of £4,834.10 from the RAF 
Charitable Trust.

The squadron had been 
without its own transport for 
some years, but through its 
own fundraising efforts and 
the generosity of the Trust, 
the Big Lottery Fund and local 
re-use charity give2give, the 
cadets now have an eye-
catching new vehicle.

 Flight Lieutenant John 
Wohlgemuth said: “Without 
transport, the cadets have 
been restricted in what they 
can do, or have had to rely 
on parents and volunteers 
ferrying them about. With this 
new minibus we can offer a 
lot more activities, and we’ve 
already used it for a visit to 
the Air Cadet Gliding School 
at Kenley, and to help provide 

support at the Leonard 
Cheshire Tri-Together event.”

The dynamic graphics on 
the minibus not only make it 
look fantastic but also provide 
an excellent bill board for 
recruitment. 

Cadet Flight Sergeant 
Fraser Bostellie said: “When 
we are out in the bus we 
get so many comments and 
enquiries about the squadron, 
it’s unbelievable. In fact it’s not 
just a minibus but an integral 
part of the squadron. We are 
all very proud to travel in it.”

Air Commodore Tim 
Winstanley, Director of the 
RAF Charitable Trust, added: 
“Mobility is clearly a very 
important issue for ATC 
squadrons and the Trust is 
pleased that we have been 
able to support this purchase 
of a minibus. 

“Hopefully we will see the 
Penge cadets driving it to next 
year’s Air Tattoo!”  n

On the move

 ... not just a minibus but an 
integral part of the squadron. 

www.airtattoo.com
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Blazing a trail ...
After nine months of training and fundraising activities, twenty 
cadets from South and East Midlands Wing set off for two weeks 
to explore the Spanish Pyrenees on what was the first overseas 
expedition of its kind for their Wing. 

Words by CI Lianne Harrold 
Images by Flt Lt James Roberts & CI Lianne Harrold



The two-week expedition was based 
near and around the remote area of the 
Benasque valley, located in the heart of 
the Pyrenees, and included a mixture 
of outdoor pursuits and adventurous 
activities - all designed to introduce  
the cadets to a new environment and 
give them the opportunity to develop 
key skills. 

As well as the physical challenge of 
the treks, wild camping, and adapting 
to living in a tent for the duration of the 
expedition, the cadets were introduced to 
new cultures and required to interact with 
the local Spanish population. 

By giving the cadets responsibility for 
tasks which included management of the 
expedition budget; booking transport, 
distributing funds for food, arranging 
accommodation for the group and 
producing their own Spanish phrase book 
(including dialect), the team developed 
and improved vital skills in leadership, 
problem solving, communication, 
teamwork and budgeting. 

The cadets’ expedition journey 
began more than 12 months ago with 
a dynamic selection process held at 
RAF Wittering. For the successful cadets 
this was followed by a rigorous training 
programme lasting several months. 

It included four weekend training 
sessions at various locations throughout 
the UK, including the Brecon Beacons and 
the Peak District, designed to develop 
their outdoor skills and and prepare them 
for walking in mountainous terrain.  
To ensure that the trip was available to 
all cadets regardless of their ability to 
pay, participants were tasked with raising 
funds for the trip. 

The cadets found innovative ways to 
generate the cash through generous 
donations, designing t-shirts, approaching 
local companies for support, bag packing 
and successful completion of the 

Yorkshire Three Peaks Challenge, which 
was completed within the target time of 
12 hours. The main aim of the expedition 
was to summit one of the highest 
mountains in the Pyrenees at more than 
3,000 metres above sea level (over twice 
the height of Ben Nevis). 

To prepare, the team began the 
expedition with two acclimatisation 
walks, including summiting Pico Cerler 
at 2,409m, followed by two smaller 
expeditions, which involved wild 
camping at Ibon Rencllusa (2260m) and 
Ibon de Batisielles (2,220m), during which 
time we summited our second peak, Pico 
de Paderna at 2622m. 

This gradual build up in altitude 
primed us for our biggest challenge yet 
– Pico Mulleres at 3,010m. As with our 
smaller expeditions, we made our way up 
the Pico Mulleres Mountain on day one 
and wild camped overnight at just over 
2,100 metres. 

To enable us to summit and exit the 
mountain on the second day we were 
required to start our final 900m ascent at 
6am in the morning. 

Setting off in darkness, we watched 
the sunrise creep over the 
mountains and took in the 
breath-taking views as we 
reached the summit at around 
9am. An exhilarating experience! 

Other activities planned by 
the cadets included, swimming, 
multi-pitched climbing, kayaking, 
white water rafting and a 280m Via 
Ferrata Climb, before finishing with 
a visit to Monserrat Monastery on 
the final day before departure. 

All in all a successful 
expedition, with lots 
of challenges, fun and 
unforgettable experiences 
along the way. And the first of 
many in the Wing, we hope!  n

BLAZING A TRAIL ...
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Air CAdet News

18 AIR CAdeT WINTeR 2014

AIR CAdeT NeWs

18 AIR CAdeT WINTeR 2014

New Chaplain
Cadets from 197 (Devonport) 
Squadron have welcomed a new 
chaplain. The Reverend Michelle 
Parkman has recently taken on the 
role of working with the Air Cadets. 

She is looking forward to being  
a regular visitor to the unit and 
helping cadets explore such subjects 
as moral leadership and personal 
awareness.  n 

defence secretary 
visits Cadets 
Cadets from 11F (Brooklands) 
Squadron were honoured by the 
visit of the Secretary of State for  
Defence at a recent enrolment 
ceremony for new recruits.

Philip Hammond, who is also the 
constituency MP for Weybridge where 
the squadron is based, had asked to 
visit the unit after seeing the cadets 
at local events. The squadron was 
delighted to invite him along and 
took the opportunity to ask him to be 
involved in the formal enrolment of 
14 new cadets. The Secretary of State 
presented each of the new cadets 
with their record of service books, 
before wishing them all good luck 
in their cadet careers. He then spent 
time chatting to the cadets before 
witnessing a display of continuity drill.

The Squadron’s Commanding 
Officer, Flight Lieutenant Fred 
Kerswill, said: “We are delighted that 
Mr Hammond could find time in his 
busy schedule to visit us. The cadets 
have been excited at the prospect 
of the visit and have worked hard at 
perfecting their drill display.”   n

exhibition promises 
a great day out
Air Cadets and ACO volunteers will 
receive a discounted entry fee of just 
£3 to the next Professional Flight 
Training Exhibition at the Sofitel 
Hotel, Terminal 5, Heathrow Airport 
on April 12th – all they need to do is 
show their F3822 and Volunteer ID at 
the box office.

Cadets attending can also enter a 
competition to win a year’s subscription 
of Flyer magazine and a copy of John 
Farley’s book “View from the hover.” 
John Farley was the chief test pilot for 
the Harrier. The exhibition is great for 
those wanting to know more about a 
career in aviation with stands from all of 
the main flying training schools, British 
Airways and, of course, the RAF and the 
Air Cadets. 

An exhibition spokesman said: “The 
Professional Flight Training Exhibition  
brings together leading flight training 
organisations, flight training experts, 
aviation academies, universities and 
airlines, all under one roof, providing 
the perfect environment to discover if a 
career as an airline pilot is for you. 

 “As well as the opportunity to speak 
with the experts from the pilot training 
academies, airlines, the Royal Air Force, 
universities, pilots and former student 
pilots, there is also be a comprehensive 
seminar programme running 
throughout the day. Guest speakers 
from the airline and training business 
will present on various topics ranging 
from life as a pilot to what it takes to 
complete a pilot training course.”  n

On top form 
Some 260 CCF (RAF) cadets travelled 
to Cranwell at the end of last year to 
take part in the Eastern Regional Air 
Squadron Trophy Competition.

 Both Kimbolton School, who came 
first, and runners-up, Oundle School, will 
now be invited to compete in the finals of 
the competition at RAF Halton on Sunday, 

16th March. Squadron Leader Ron Miller, 
Officer Commanding CCF (RAF) TEST East, 
said “Congratulations to both Kimbolton 
and Oundle Schools. However, selection 
for the Air Squadron Trophy finals is only 
one aspect of the competition. This is also 
a valuable annual regional get-together, 
which has boosted standards for all 
competitors. There is no other regular CCF 
(RAF) event in the country where so many 
cadets can interact with each other.”  n
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On the 
Thar 
Horizon
A team of cadets and staff  
from 282 (East Ham) Squadron 
have travelled to the far 
reaches of India’s Thar Desert 
and endeavoured to 
change some very 
special young people’s 
lives forever ...



ON THe THAR HORIZON
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After nearly a year of 
planning, fundraising and 
training, a team of 15 cadets 
and five staff from 282 (East 
Ham) Squadron set off on a 
10,000 mile adventure that 
would prove to be one of the 
most challenging tasks the 
cadets had ever undertaken.

Their aim was to refurbish 
a school in a harsh, poverty-
stricken environment and, in 
so doing, change some very 
special lives forever.

The team arrived in Delhi to 
be greeted by temperatures 
in excess of 40˚C and came 
face to face with India’s 
overwhelming poverty crisis.

Expedition leader, Flight 
Lieutenant Chris Booty, 
said nothing could have 
sufficiently prepared the 

cadets for what they saw and 
experienced during the trip.

An overnight train journey 
brought them to the Thar 
desert that borders India 
and Pakistan.

Chris said: “Going from the 
city to the remoteness of the 
Thar Desert, I couldn’t help but 
notice the cadets thinking and 
grasping the problem whilst 
looking out the train window, 
dazed at the sheer difference 
in the way of life compared to 
what they were used to. 

“I knew they would 
embrace the culture and do 
their best, but we were all 
venturing out of our comfort 
zone, so it was going to be a 
big adventure for us all.”

Undaunted, the team 
began work on the school. 

 India was an 
amazing opportunity  

to broaden my horizons 
and open my eyes to a 

different way of life ... 

Words &  Flight Lieutenant  
images by Chris Booty



The days were long and hot. Fetching 
water from the wells, using primitive 

equipment and avoiding scorpions all 
made the task more challenging but 
didn’t divert the team from the task 

in hand. Cadet Sergeant Mark Kawesa 
who took on the role as Project Manager said: 

“I wanted to help, I enjoy helping others. Seeing what 
children have here in the desert made me redouble my efforts 
to give them something extra special”. 

The local children gathered at the school on the last day 
of the project when gifts were exchanged and everyone had 
a chance to stand back and look at what had been achieved. 
Cadet Michael Shirley said: “Seeing the slums and poverty was 
heart breaking for me and to make a positive difference to just 
a few was really fulfilling for me.”

The final days of the expedition were spent travelling across 
the desert by camel, camping overnight in front of fantastic 
and memorable views of the desert plains. For Cadet Corporal 
Luiza Stewart, it was a perfect moment to relax and reflect.  
She said: “The moments on the sand dunes during the amazing 

sunsets, I often got a bit emotional thinking about things back 
home and how lucky I was. 

“The scenery was breath-taking and I couldn’t believe that 
what we were doing and have done in India was real. The 
freedom to think in tranquillity was bliss, something we don’t 
get much of in the UK.”

Before leaving India, the cadets completed a safari in the 
Bengal Tiger National Park and visited the Taj Mahal, described 
by Flight Lieutenant Booty as a “fitting end to one of the most 
challenging but inspirational treks of all time for the cadets.”

For Training Officer, Civilian Instructor Billy Moore, who had 
never flown before, it was a life-changing expedition.

“India was an amazing opportunity to broaden my horizons 
and open my eyes to a different way of life,” he said.

“By living and working so closely with locals during the 
project, we were able to develop a greater understanding of 
how people are making the most of what they have, however 
limited. Since returning I have considered the things I have and 
now appreciate them far more than when I left. 

“I am sure this is the case for the cadets. The Air Cadets 
certainly do foster the spirit of adventure!”  n
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Senior cadets spent a week during the 
summer taking part in the annual  
HQ Air Cadet/Ocean Youth Trust 
Scotland West Coast Challenge 
offshore sailing expedition. 

Sailing out of Oban on board Alba 
Explorer, the novice crew were under the 
watchful eyes and expert guidance of the 
OYT Scotland sea staff, a combination that 
has worked so well in the past, and this 
voyage was to be no exception. 

St Kilda is one of the most westerly of 
the Western Isles. Conditions have to be 
perfect to reach this isolated spot and, of 
course, the crew have to be ready for the 
challenge of non-stop sailing for 24 hours 
or more. 

As skipper Iain Nichols set out towards 
the open Atlantic Ocean weaving 
past Mull and the Outer Hebrides he 
carefully assessed the ability of his eager 
but novice cadet crew. Always with an 
alternative passage and the option of a 
safe harbour in mind, Iain finally decided 
that the cadets had earned the right 
to push for their objective and they 
struck out for St Kilda; the remotest of 
remote places!

And how worthwhile it proved to be. 
The kind winds and glorious weather 
allowed the party to explore the nooks 
and crannies of the island. They watched 
puffins darting from the cliffs and 
returning with their catch and ducked as 

they were dive-bombed by Arctic Skua 
defending their territory. Then, with the 
forecast of shifting winds and deepening 
pressure, it was time to head back 
towards Oban confident with their new 
found skills and the pride and pleasure of 
mastering the 70’ yacht.

Cadet Flight Sergeant Ed Muscroft said: 
“Sailing out of St. Kilda last night was one 
of the best experiences I have ever had, 
and has picked morale up a lot and made 
us a really strong team. We have had 
to do a lot of hard work today because 
we’ve been changing direction a lot and 
that means winding in and letting go 
ropes! We are now anchored next to a 
castle but I ‘m looking forward to getting 
going again, and there is even talk of a 
shower soon!”

Cadet Warrant Officer Adam Deacon 
added: “I feel I have learnt as much about 
myself as I have learnt about nautical skills 
this week. To sail to St. Kilda – one of the 
most remote islands in the British Isles is a 
challenge I will never, ever forget.”

Cadet Flight Sergeant Laura Freedman 
said it was an unforgettable experience. 
“I really didn’t know what to expect from 
this trip, but wow! Apart from being 
seasick, it’s been brill. The people made 
it for me, and I can’t believe what good 
friends I have made in such a short 
space of time! A massive thanks to OYT 
Scotland, to the Ulysses Trust and to all 
the people who helped to make the 
expedition possible.”  n

Words &  Squadron Leader 
images by Mike Blakeysail away

Win 
boots!



Competition
Cadet Direct, one of the UK’s suppliers of military 
clothing, footwear and equipment, has teamed 

up with Air Cadet magazine to run a fantastic competition 
exclusively for readers of the magazine.

Two lucky readers will each win a brand new pair of boots. 
First prize is a pair of Magnum Mach II boots in MOD brown. 
These are high performance, ultra lightweight boots with a 
heavy duty suede upper. 

Second prize is a pair of patrol boots, with brown leather 
uppers, designed to provide maximum durability and support. 
To be in with a chance to win the boots, simply answer the 
question below and then email your answer together with your 
name, address and squadron, plus your shoe size (no half sizes), 
to competitions@cadetdirect.com

All entries should arrive no later than Friday, 4th April. The first 
two correct entries drawn at random after the closing date will 
win the boots as described.  n

Question: Which Flying Training school is now 
responsible for the delivery of all Air Cadet gliding?
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One big, happy family!
A father and his two children are 
together enjoying all the Air Cadets has 
to offer -  as they are all members of 
114 (Ruislip and Northwood) Squadron.

Sergeant Tim Kirby, an Air 
Cartographer at RAF Northolt and his 
daughter, Abbie, joined 114 Squadron 
four years ago, after attending a 
recruitment evening. He said: “I was 
never an Air Cadet but was aware of 
the excellent opportunities that the 
Organisation could offer, so I was keen to 
have her join to give her some direction 
and superb life skills.” 

Abbie signed up there and then 
and was swiftly followed by younger 
brother, Jack, who was equally keen to 
join in the fun. Sergeant Kirby added: 
“I always had the intention of offering 
my services to an outside organisation 
and often thought of assisting at an Air 
Cadet Squadron.

“When I mentioned I was a serving 
SNCO in the RAF, the Squadron staff said 
I wasn’t allowed to leave until I agreed 
to help out - in fact it was the perfect 
opportunity for me to finally get involved. 

“Both Abbie and Jack have met 
life-long friends and  the Air Cadets 

has been the making of them. 
My youngest daughter will be 
eligible to join in March so there 
will be four of us then! 

“We all get on very well at the 
squadron and I am able to offer 

advice and guidance whenever 
they need it. 

“I do enjoy it when they 
stand to attention and call 
me Sergeant as that’s the 
only time they have to 
listen to me and cannot 
disappear,” he joked.  n

Winner of the Autumn 2013 Cadet Direct competition 
was Kimberley Sawford from 1084 (Market Harborough) 
Squadron. Kimberley receives £100 of Cadet Direct  
gift vouchers.  n
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Life saver!
Cadet Corporal Ethan Wood of 80 
(Bolton) Squadron has been praised 
for his quick thinking, after his 
prompt action saved his father’s life.

Ethan, arriving home from a day 
out with friends recently, found  
his 41-year-old father having a 
heart-attack. Using the First Aid 
skills he learnt with the Air Cadets, 
Ethan acted decisively, alerting the 
Emergency Services and carrying out 
First Aid until the paramedics arrived.

Ethan’s father, Peter, has since 
made a complete recovery and, 
during a visit to the squadron, told 
staff that the paramedics had said: 
“Your son’s actions saved  
your life!” 

Flight Lieutenant 
Mark Love, Officer 
Commanding 80 
(Bolton) Squadron, 
congratulated Ethan  
on his life-saving 
actions during  
final parade.  n

Win 
boots!



There are loads 
of opportunities 
out there to help 
you complete the 
residential section 
of your DofE 
programme, but 
sometimes it’s a 
good idea to think 
outside the box and 
let your imagination 
run riot!
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Flight Lieutenant Helen James did just 
that when she organised an innovative 
DofE Residential at Holcombe Moor 
Army Training Camp. 

When Greater Manchester Wing was 
allocated Holcombe Moor Army Training 
Camp for their annual camp last summer, 
Flight Lieutenant Helen James was 
invited to view the facilities for use as a 
DofE Residential opportunity alongside 
the main camp. 

It was a perfect fit and in August last 
year 18 cadets arrived from all parts of 
the UK to join the event. 

The Residential course itself was 
innovative in that not only did the 
cadets complete modules of the DofE 
Certificate in Leadership and their 
Residential Section of the DofE, but they 
also achieved Bronze and Silver NNAS 
awards as well as taking part in many of 
the camp’s activities.

After arriving on Sunday and a camp 
brief, the cadets went swimming and 

dUKe OF edINBURGH
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certificates were obtained for the basic, 
intermediate and advanced levels. 

Monday saw the DofE programme 
start, interspersed with initiative tasks, 
and T-shirt designing in the evening. 
Rather than issue a corporate T-shirt, 
the cadets were given the materials to 
design and draw, on a plain T-Shirt, their 
own logo for the course. 

Tuesday and Wednesday saw more 
DofE modules being covered, with 
archery and climbing on the Tuesday 
evening, and a presentation from AFCO 
on Wednesday evening. 

Thursday saw the completion of the 
DofE modules and an afternoon was 
then spent at Blackpool Sandcastle, with 
the presentation of certificates in the 
evening and a quiz night with the  
whole camp. 

The week was a resounding success 
with the participants going out on a 
high and Flight Lieutenant James was 
inundated with thanks and comments 

from the cadets for several weeks 
after. She ran the DofE elements with 
the help of two staff, Warrant Officer 
Phil Riddiough and Pilot Officer Aaron 
Dimock, who was a participant as well.

Flight Lieutenant James said: “It was 
hard work, and we learnt a lot, such as, 
don’t run it when the exam results are 
due, or, if you have to, make sure the 
participants arrange for someone to 
collect the results for them. 

“Having the support and input of 
the camp staff for the other activities 
was a great help. It was great fun and 
the camp staff often commented ‘Every 
time we see you, you’re all giggling!’ It 
certainly put a new slant on cadets using 
annual camp for their DofE Residential.”

Will she be running another one? 
Possibly, and details will appear on 
SharePoint, if she does.  n

By  Squadron Leader Helen Gerrish 
 Corps DofE Development Officer

Royal 
milestone
Prince Philip has attended the 500th 
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award 
presentation at St James’s Palace.

He founded the programme more 
than 50 years ago to inspire, guide 
and support young people between 
the ages of 14 and 24. Since then the 
Duke has presented Gold Awards to 
more than 200,000 young people.

To mark The Duke’s outstanding 
dedication to his namesake Charity, 
of which he remains the Patron, 
seven decades of Award achievers 
joined Prince Philip ahead of the 
Presentation and shared their stories 
of the impact their DofE Award has 
had on their lives, their employment 
opportunities and the valuable skills 
they gained.

Since The Duke of Edinburgh 
founded the Charity in 1956, over 
five million young people in the  
UK from all backgrounds have taken 
part in a Bronze, Silver or Gold  
DofE programme. 

Today’s DofE participants come 
from all walks of life yet they each 
follow the same programme set by 
The Duke over 50 years ago.

Peter Westgarth, CEO at The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award said:“Prince 
Philip’s tireless dedication to the 
development of young people and 
to the DofE Charity is amazing, we 
are honoured to be able to mark this 
special occasion and reflect upon 
the impact The Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award has had upon young people’s 
lives for over fifty years.”  n
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 Motivate ...
  Activate ...
sportivate!

Air Cadets in Sussex Wing have benefited from a national 
scheme that gives young people the chance to discover  
a sport they love. Now it’s hoped even more cadets will get 
involved and develop a sporting habit for life ...



MOTIVATe ... ACTIVATe ... sPORTIVATe!

Words &  Flight Lieutenant  
images by Dave Hill

Sportivate is a £56 million Lottery 
funded London 2012 legacy project that 
gives more young people the chance to 
discover a sport that they love.

The programme gives 14-25 year-olds 
who are not particularly sporty access to 
six-to-eight weeks’ of free or subsidised 
coaching in a wide range of sports. 

During the six-to-eight weeks those 
taking part can work towards an event or 
personal challenge and when the free or 
low-cost coaching has finished they will 
be supported to continue playing sport. 

Sportivate launched in June 2011 
as a four-year programme aimed at 
14-25 year-olds but, due to its success, 
additional funding of £10m per year has 
been invested allowing the programme 
to run until March 2017. And from last 
September, Sportivate extended its age 
group so that 11-13 year-olds can also 
take part. 

Funding
Sussex Wing, at both squadron and Wing 
level, has been the beneficiary of funding 
from the Active Sussex arm of Sportivate.

Funding has subsidised both training 
courses for staff and senior cadets as well 
as assisting in the purchase of new kit to 
make the sessions happen.

To be eligible for personal funding 
individuals must be signed up for a Level 
1 or 2 coaching course in any recognized 
sport (this includes kayaking and indoor 
climbing as well as traditional sports such 
as football or hockey). 

They then could receive funding of up 
to 75% of course fees and registration in 
return for helping at a set of sportivate 
sessions, which can be those run by the 
same organisation.

For session funding, groups need to 
provide six to eight sessions of coaching 
in a given sport, provided by qualified 
coaches delivering progression and 
an exit route – in other words is able 
to continue the activity with a club or 
organisation. If organized correctly this 
would meet the needs of a DofE Sports 
project at Bronze Level. The funding can 
also be used to supply new equipment 
to make the activity happen, to hire 
in coaches or to subsidise sessions for 

the individuals. Thus far, funding has 
helped 12 Sussex Wing senior cadets 
and staff gain 2* kayaking / canoeing 
awards (through session funding), five 
Sussex Wing Staff gained Level 1 kayak / 
canoe Coach awards (through individual 
funding), 10 Sussex Wing staff complete 
their Climbing Wall Award (CWA) training 
award (Level 1 equivalent).

The new staff qualifications have 
enabled Sussex Wing to deliver five blocks 
of six sessions (for up to 12 participants) 
in both canoeing / kayaking during the 
summer and indoor climbing this winter. 

Opportunity
To foster interest in the two projects, 
Sussex Wing also did a taster session 
activity day attended by 120 staff and 
cadets where all got the opportunity 
to try open canoeing, kayaking, sailing 
(provided by the local sailing club) 
climbing on the Region climbing tower 
and raft building / leadership sessions, 
followed by a barbecue.

The funding has also assisted in the 
purchase of 12 new closed cockpit 
kayaks and sit on top kayaks, safety 
kit including cagoules, buoyancy 
aids, paddles and spray decks plus 12 
new climbing harnesses, eight indoor 
climbing ropes, two sets of belay devices 
and quickdraws. 

This has not only secured the activities 
moving forward but also means Sussex 

Wing can use the equipment to train 
even more staff and senior cadets.

In addition, Active Sussex has 
recognised Flying Officer Kat Rattle’s 
efforts by awarding her third place in the 
Sport Sussex Annual Awards (where she 
was up against professional coaches) for 
her work as Sussex Wing Sports Officer 
as well as completing her Level 2 kayak 
/ canoe coach, CWA training, organising 
the multi-activities taster day and 
coaching on all of the above activities!

Fantastic
Flight Lieutenant Hill said: “This funding is 
a fantastic opportunity for any organised 
squadron or Wing to run projects for the 
benefit of our cadets, and help staff get 
qualifications into the bargain.

“With the funding secured until 2017 
it provides legacy for these activities and 
the application form is short and simple - 
so no excuses!”

More information is available at 
www.sportivate.org or contact Flight 
Lieutenant Dave Hill at depdea.sussex@
aircadets.org  n
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Terry Wogan  
launches marathon
Cadets from 9F (Islington) Squadron were 
on hand to help Sir Terry Wogan launch a 
very special marathon.
The RAF Benevolent Fund has unveiled 
its own ‘maRAFon’ in which they hope 
as many people as possible will take 
part over the Easter weekend between 
the 18th and 21st April.

“We’re hoping that people across the 
UK will help us complete the equivalent 
of many marathons over the four days,” 
says ex-RAF man and charity fundraiser 
Norman Macintosh, who came up with 
the idea.

 “Everyone will contribute whatever 
distance they can do, from a few yards 
to many miles. We’ll be working to ignite 
some old rivalries; ground crew versus air 
crew, for example, all competing to raise 
the most funds.”

 Sir Terry, a keen supporter of the RAF 
Benevolent Fund, helped launch the 
initiative alongside Great Escape veteran, 
Charles Clarke. He said: “We all watch the 
London Marathon every year and think  

 
‘that looks amazing’ but people like 
me haven’t a chance of managing it 
ourselves. The maRAFon is a great way 
for young and old, disabled and able-
bodied, fit and unfit to come together 
and have fun for a great cause. 

“Charities that help those who give, 
or have given, service to this country 
deserve our full support.”

 Mike Neville, RAF Benevolent Fund’s 
Director of Fundraising, says: “There are 
lots of people who want to support 
the RAF Benevolent Fund, but many 
are not as fit as they used to be or have 
injuries or disabilities. We were thrilled 
when Norman came up with the idea 
of a team maRAFon and look forward to 
supporting all those taking part.”  

The maRAFon is open to all, as 
individuals or in groups. For more 
information, or to register to take part, 
please visit www.rafbf.org/marafon  n
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Fitness peak
More than 90 cadets from 
squadrons within Bristol and 
Gloucester Wing took to the hills 
around Dursley in competition for 
the Kriegie Trophy. 

The trophy, originally presented to 
the Wing by the Bristol Ex-Prisoners 
of War Association, is designed to 
test fitness, team work and problem 
solving. Competition was fierce but 
the eventual winners were a team 
from 2392 (Thornbury) Squadron.  n

sent packing!
Cadets from 291 (Westminster & 
Chelsea) Squadron recently spent 
10 hours bag packing at a local 
Sainsbury’s store and managed to 
raise £2,000. 

The money will go towards the 
squadron’s week-long ‘Green  
Camp’ to be held later this year  
at DTE RAF St Mawgan in Newquay, 
Cornwall and help buy training 
equipment.  n 

To the hills
Three members of staff from 1220 
(March) Squadron spent a weekend 
at the National Air Cadet Adventure 
Training Centre to further their hill 
walking experience. 

The team spent a day on the fells 
in the Langdale Valley, practising 
navigation under the guidance of an 
experienced mountain leader. 

The team was also able to test out 
satellite phones that will be used later 
this year when other members of the 
squadron take part in an expedition 
to Ascension Island.  n
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CCF 
inspection
Air Marshal 
Baz North, the 
RAF’s Deputy 
Commander 
Capability and 
Air Member for 
Personnel & 
Capability, was 
the guest of honour at the recent bi-annual inspection of 
the both the CCF (RAF) and Army Sections at The King’s 
School in Grantham.

More than 150 cadets were on parade who had all been 
working hard in the weeks leading up to the event preparing 
for this important date in the calendar.

In keeping with school tradition, before the event, 
the retiring Contingent Commander, Squadron Leader 
Moore, handed over to the newly appointed Contingent 
Commander, Lt Col R M Ogg.

Air Marshal North, after inspecting the Honour Guard, 
spent some time chatting to cadets and staff and visiting the 
stands set up by the contingent to demonstrate their training 
and skill levels.  n

Change at the top 
Surrey’s Air Cadets have a new leader with the recent 
appointment to Officer Commanding Surrey Wing of Wing 
Commander Hélène Gould.

Wing Commander Gould, the first woman to hold this 
position, took over from Wing Commander Frank Xavier in 
front of a parade of around 300 cadets and adult volunteers.

 Wing Commander Xavier, who is retiring from the Royal 
Air Force Volunteer Reserve Training branch, said: “I want 
to express my sincere gratitude to all for an outstanding 
hand-over parade. Thank you for your kindness, loyalty and 
comradeship.  It has been a privilege and an honour to serve 

with you in Surrey Wing.”
Wing Commander Gould is 
no stranger to Surrey Wing, 
having served within the 
Wing for over 25 years, most 
recently as Deputy Officer 
Commanding and Staff 
Officer for Personnel.  

She has also commanded 
both 350 (Carshalton & 
Wallington) and 97 (Croydon) 

Squadrons. She said: “I aim 
to uphold the trust that the 

Commandant Air Cadets 
has placed in me and 

hold the Wing in safe 
keeping until I  
pass it on to my 
successor.”  n

Joint celebration
The Swiss Air Force has 
ensured the Red Arrows 
won’t be the only aerobatic 
display team celebrating 
an aviation landmark 
at this summer’s Royal 
International Air Tattoo  
at RAF Fairford on July  
11-13.

It has announced plans to 
send their aerobatic display 
team, the Patrouille Suisse, in 
their 50th anniversary year, 
along with an F-18 Hornet 
and Super Puma helicopter 
to take part in the Air Tattoo’s 
flying display.

Air Tattoo organisers said 
that official celebrations 
marking the 50th display 
season of the Red Arrows, 
who concluded last year’s 
display season with a 
successful, five-week tour of 
the Middle East, would also 
include the Patrouille Suisse 
in order that their anniversary 
was also recognised.

Formed in 1964, the team 
fly six F-5E Tiger IIs painted 
in a bright colour scheme 
that incorporates the red and 
white of the Swiss national 
flag. The pilots, who are all 
volunteers from various 
frontline squadrons, are  

 
famed worldwide for 
performing precise 
formations at high speed. 

Air Tattoo spokesman 
Richard Arquati said that as 
an international celebration 
of aviation, it was important 
that the Air Tattoo recognised 
important anniversaries 
being celebrated by other 
participating air arms.

He said: “The Swiss have 
particular cause to celebrate 
this year. Not only is it the 
50th anniversary of the 
Patrouille Suisse but it is also 
the 25th anniversary of their 
PC-7 aerobatic display team. 

On top of that, the Swiss 
Air Force will also be marking 
the 100th anniversary of 
military aviation in their 
country. Given all these 
anniversaries, we’re really 
pleased that the Swiss 
have agreed to support 
our airshow in such an 
incredible way.”

This summer could be one 
of the last times the Patrouille 
Suisse perform in the UK 
after it was announced last 
year that the team would be 
disbanded in 2016 due to the 
withdrawal of the F-5 from 
Swiss Air Force service.  n
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Words &  Philip 
images by Jones

Two elements of the  
Air Cadet Organisation were 
on display at the recent 25th 
Birmingham International 
Tattoo held at the National 
Indoor Arena in Birmingham.  

Cadets take 
centre stage
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Music and drill came together with 
nearly 70 cadets from both the ACO’s 
National Marching Band and the 
continuity drill display team from 126 
(City of Derby) Squadron. 

In addition, many cadets were seen 
smartly carrying standards for the Royal 
Air Forces Association and the Royal 
British Legion as well as generally assisting 
in the running of the show.

The display was opened by the seven 
cadets of the ACO’s National Fanfare team 
under the direction of Wing Commander 
Gil Singleton, Principal Director of 
Music for the ACO. The cadets played a 
specially-composed fanfare in honour 
of the 70th Anniversary of the Royal Air 
Forces Association.

It was also the debut performance of a 
new fanfare called ‘The Next Generation’ 
that had been composed by 17-year-
old Cadet Flight Sergeant Sarah Owens 
(Pictured below) from 886 (City of Ripon) 
Squadron, a talented musician and a 
member of the Air Cadet National Fanfare 
Team. Sarah, whose brother Johnny is 
also a member of the Fanfare Team, said: 
“Initially I was nervous but it was such an 
honour to be asked and I really enjoyed 
coming up with ideas for the composition 
and arranging all the harmonies for  
seven trumpets. 

“Wing Commander Singleton said he 
liked it, so we started rehearsing with 
the team. Then to be able to play my 
very own fanfare with Johnny and my 
fellow cadets at such a massive event was 
just brilliant.”

Then it was the display of continuity 
drill by the Derby cadets. This was their 
second visit to the Tattoo having been 
invited back “by popular demand”. 

Cadet Warrant Officer Paige Gedney 
said that the team ”regularly practices for 
five to six hours a week and just before 
a performance we add extra practices 
at weekends. This is the biggest event 
that we have done and is very daunting, 
but the huge crowd makes it all the 
more exciting.”

As the drill finished the National 
Marching Band, led by Squadron Leader 
Alan Glover, entered the arena with 
its display. The Marching Band’s Drum 
Major is Cadet Warrant Officer Jake Rosen 
from 1064 (Honiton) Squadron. He said: “It 
is a huge achievement for all the cadets 

to perform on this sort of scale proving 
Commandant Air Cadets’ view that there 
is no better way to advertise the Corps 
than through ACO Music.” 

Piccolo player Cadet Warrant Officer 
Katherine Pound of 261 (Guilford) 
Squadron said that it was an “absolutely 
incredible opportunity to be here and to 
get an insight into what it would be like 
being a member of an RAF Band and that 
the size & scale of the crowd is amazing.” 

For one member of the fanfare team 
the weekend was not all perfection. After 
the morning rehearsal all seemed fine for 
the Saturday evening performance. 

However, as Cadet Corporal Millie 
Luddington from 740 (Whitby) Squadron 
was about to march on in front of tens of 
thousands of people her trumpet broke 
to the point that it was unplayable. 

Not wishing to abandon her 
colleagues and leave a hole in the 
ensemble she stayed with the rest of the 
cadets but could not play. She was very 
emotional about not be able to play her 
part in the proceedings.

The ACO is very grateful to the Band 
of the RAF Regiment for lending Millie a 
trumpet at extremely short notice so that 
she could play in the Sunday afternoon 
show in front of a capacity audience.

After the show, Squadron Leader 
Glover said: “It was a privilege to conduct 
this talented group of young musicians at 
such a prestigious event. I am extremely 
proud of them all. The performance 
was outstanding.”.

The ACO’s Bandmaster, Warrant Officer 
Michael Jeffries, added: “I am continually 
amazed at the standard diplayed 
by the cadets. Behind this 
performance there is a lot 
of preparation musically 
and in drill and uniform by 
the cadets to reach such a 
high standard”. n

Cadets take 
centre stage

www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets  37



Air CAdet News

38 AIR CAdeT WINTeR 2014



Air CAdet News

www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets  39



Air CAdet News

40 AIR CAdeT WINTeR 2014


